
BALLARAT'S BIG BUILD

hi ev ed th at he re, an dit's ter r i fic."
The new GovHub has

accelerated towards com-
pletion in recent months,
another feature of the pre-
fabricated mode of construc-
tion. The architectural firm
responsible for the design,
John Wardle Architects,
looked to modern Europe-
an construction methods
in laminated beams and
steel frames to ensure a
swift build.

"Because of the timber
construction and the modu-
lar facade, we had long lead-
in times from a design and
construction perspective,"
says architect Luke Jarvis.

"The real advantage is
when it arrives on-site, it
can shoot up quite quickly
because it's been amplified
by that off-site construction.
Timber just goes up so quick-
ly, there are none of the wet-
trade delays with propping
and forming up. Concrete
takes 28 day to cure; this is a
very clean site and it's a very
quiet site.

"When the design and
sequencing occurs, it means
the modular component
arrives on the site and that
day it is installed. That has
significant benefits in them the

confidence the construction
industry could manage coro-
navirus adequately.

"Pretty quickly we pre-
pared management plans
which consisted of addition-
al cleaning and social dis-
tancing. They were the major
components we implement-
ed. I really have to give credit
to the all the workers on site
who embraced the change so
quickly and thoroughly. We
really haven't had a signifi-
cant decrease in productivity
at all."

"Responding to the pan-
demic is the same for all
aspects of the industry," ar-
chitect Stefan Mee says.

"Safety on-site is para-
mount, and Kane-Nicholson
have responded to that,
meaning the project could
maintain momentum."

"Obviously it's a little less
efficient, but what we've seen
as architects is how it's kept
moving forward surprising-
ly quickly.

"The amount of prefab-
rication, the amount of
pre-planning and construc-
tion off-site, has prepared the
project well for something
that's unforeseen, like this."

Sustainability has been a
key determinant in the Gov-
Hub building, specified by
the state government as cli-
ent as well as being expected
by the community in general.

By avoiding the use of con-

crete, the construction of the
building has had less impact
on the surrounds, Luke Jar-
vis says.

"It reduces the environ-
mental impact onrutere145 0 Td
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PRE-PREPARED: Some of the timber construction
propped within the GovHub building. Most of the building
is made off-site. Picture: Richard Nicholson.

A NEW VIEW: Looking towards Mt Warrenheip and the
eastern view of the city of Ballarat from the top floor of
the GovHub building. Picture: Richard Nicholson.
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